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and systematic enactment, upwards of 147 frag-
mentary and not very consistent previous enactments.
The Code, however, was itself somewhat loosely
drawn, and has not only been several times amended,
but has been made the subject of a vast number of
judicial decisions. It was, however, an immense step
in advance, and saved District Officers an incalculable
amount of unnecessary and most irksome labour.

It was followed in 1861 by the Code of Criminal
Procedure (Act XXV. of 1861), which, though a great
improvement on the previous state of things, was most
obscure in its arrangement, and required a vast
amount of amendment and explanation by judicial
decisions.

It was re-enacted In 1872, as Act X. of that year,
in such a shape as to include the whole of the law
(with the exception of that which provides for the
organization of the police) relating to the constitution
of the Criminal Courts in their various degrees, the
functions of the different classes of magistrates, the
apprehension of suspected persons, the collection of
evidence of their offence, their committal for trial, the
preparation of the charge, the law relating to juries,
the conduct of the trial, and the infliction of punish-
ment.

It also deals with the whole subject of the preven-
tion of crime, by binding over persons to keep the
peace, by the suppression of riots, by enabling pro-
visional orders to be made as to the possession of
land, and by various other means, to which I need not
now refer.